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EAST GRINSTEAD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD MARCH 2022 AT 6PM 

IN THE MERIDIAN HALL, EAST COURT 
 
Present: Cllr Dabell (Town Mayor) Chair 

Councillors: Amos, Belsey, Duly, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews, Mrs 
Mockford, Ody, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker and Woodgate 
 
 
Also in attendance: Mrs J Holden (Town Clerk) 
Members of the public: 4 

 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllrs Mrs Bennett, Peacock and Mrs Farren.  
Cllr Norman Webster and James Baldwin 
 
 

2. Welcome from the Town Mayor 

The Town Mayor opened the and gave a brief review of the year : Having had the 
unprecedented years of 2020 and 2021 with lockdowns the council staff have 
returned to the offices and Council Meetings have returned to physical meetings. But 
still have to be mindful that this virus has not gone away but hopefully will be 
manageable.   
 
The buildings while closed to the community hirers, they were able to be utilised by 
the Alliance for Better Care as a vaccination centre between January and July 2021, 
this allowed cohorts 1-9 to have their vaccinations locally.  However, use in July had 
to be ended once weddings returned to East Court, it was pleasing to see that the 
Vaccination centre popped up a few places and found a temporary home in Queens 
Walk for those receiving boosters.  It is not known yet about the 4th vaccination, but 
once the Council are told the staff will use the usual channels to share news.     
 
The Mayormaking was held in May 2021, and the Mayor was delighted to be 
re-elected as Town Mayor with the hope of a better year of events somewhat more 
as his predecessors had experienced.  He had been greatly honoured to see events 
return and invitations to attend them.  Where he had been able to he had attended.  
The Mayor held a civic service and was delighted to see not just the Royal British 
legion but also youngsters from the uniformed youth carrying their standards in the 
procession.     
 
He referenced how as Town Mayor he has looked to events where he is inspired and 
honoured to attend.  He has not necessarily attended out of area events as he felt 
that attending events in Parish should always come first.   He also referenced the 
amount of rain that we had contended with during the past year, but despite the rain 
events were well attended and the residents always have the best time,      
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3. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 24th March 2021 

To receive and consider the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 24th March 
2021.  
 
The Minutes were proposed and seconded. 

 
RESOLVED: That the minute of the Annual Town Meeting, held on Wednesday 24th 

March 2021, having been previously made available, be confirmed 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true and correct record. 

 
 

4. The Town Mayor’s update on council activities 

The four committees of the Council have worked hard this last year 
 
Planning – under Cllr Visser have considered large and small scale developments 
from extensions to 40+ dwelling sites, they have made their robust recommendations 
to the District and the Developers when need be.  
 
Public Services  - under Cllr Woodgate have challenged our police force to provide a 
greater presence in the town, submitted responses to consultations on Gatwick 
expansion,  Highways development and have worked with the cycle forum and 
principal councils  to bring forward a local cycling and walking implementation plan 
for the town. The committee are also following the developments at the Queen 
Victoria Hospital as it determines its future having strongly pressed that the securing 
of the future of the Hospital here in East Grinstead is of paramount importance. The 
team have worked with the new Community & Tourism Manager as she takes the 
first steps in encouraging footfall back in the High St under the government’s 
welcome back programme.  The Love East Grinstead event was a great success.    

 
Amenities and Tourism  - Under Cllr Mrs Farren have developed the Town’s Jubilee 
commemorations, overseen the return of East Court Live, continued with the 
beautification of the Town Council owned part of the East Court Estate, and new 
facilities at the play park .   They have also made less palatable but needed decisions 
to charge for the use of the lower terrace for organised groups and barrier off part of 
the Car Park to ensure that the tenants, cllrs and staff are able to park on the estate.   
The committee continue with their movement towards electric vehicles and 
equipment and the works to rid Queens Road Cemetery of badgers to allow this area 
to be opened up to the public again.   
 
Finance and General Purposes – Under Cllr Sweatman have reviewed governance 
procedures, the council continues to have good stewardship of the council resources 
and procedures and once again received an unqualified audit. The Committee 
oversaw the issuing of grants to various community groups and charities including 
specific grants for youth sport initiatives.  
 
The Town Mayor thanked them all for their work and the staff that supported them.  
 
He invited questions for committee chairs as part of the public forum.       
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5. Address from Cllr Robert Salisbury, cabinet member for planning Mid Sussex District 
Council 

The Town Mayor set the scene by explaining that nostalgia from the 1960s; There 
was public building, less cars, new neighbourhoods and communities.  The 
population was sustainable, including related infrastructure until the end of the 1960s.  
As population doubles and trebles, there has to be a building programme to allow the 
necessary numbers of housing and associated development for the needs.  Without 
a plan, it allows free reign, which causes problems.   
 
Cllr Salisbury said that planning was complex and the District Council was working 
on the update to the District Plan.  He was happy to talk about planning but 
wondered if it might be best to ask for questions and respond to these.   
 
It was commented that major concerns of the residents is getting the infrastructure to 
solve problems such as congestion.  The number of houses East Grinstead are 
asked to deliver are high, how do East Grinstead get Government to understand our 
constrictions a 
 
Cllr Salisbury said there are 2 developments in East Grinstead that residents were 
concerned about and the traffic.  Sitting outside and calculating the cars going in and 
out of the estate/junction there are not as many cars as the impression is.  So how 
are you going to deal with the traffic in East Grinstead, the only way you can get 
better links is to get developers to put in. 
 
Concerns as to traffic and infrastructure centre around it appears that no one takes 
responsibility.  Cllr Salisbury said that the responsibility is set out and WSCC 
Highways would have done very detailed surveys on the impact of the junctions 
around.  It is a broader issue than just the junctions around the sites. 
 
Cllr Salisbury was asked how you get surgeries and schools built as there was 
overcrowding.  He explained that you will only get these built through S106 monies.  
When he was questioned about the S106 monies, he confirmed that the S106 
monies has to go where the development has been and cannot be moved between 
towns.  
 
Reference was made to the West Sussex /  Mid Sussex / Surrey report which looked 
at the traffic and only the executive summary has been released.   The detail of the 
report is wanted by the public to help understand the current situation and the 
anticipated responses.  Cllr Salisbury said he would chase the report publication.   
 
It was asked why the S22 consultation report deemed irrelevant by Mid Sussex.   Cllr 
Salisbury was unsure about this and the member of public quoted the reference. Cllr 
Salisbury did say that MSDC have to rely on WSCC Highways and they said it was 
an acceptable development.  A report from Mr Peacock was accepted (which is 
unusual as a third party document), MSDC were told that they had already taken 
professional advice it was not accepted.  The DP report went to the Inspectorate and 
nothing was said so there is nothing further the District can do now. Cllr Salisbury will 
however go away and review this and is happy to talk more about this over coffee.   
 
 
Cllr Salisbury wholeheartedly agrees with putting infrastructure first and wish MSDC 
could control it more to be able to do that.  They work with Homes England in West 
Sussex and they always put infrastructure in first has been seen with other 
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developments. A normal developer can’t do this because they have to build the 
houses to get the money. 
 
Comments were made that those who objected to house building were NIMBY.   
Houses are needed to meet the need and drive house prices down,    This was 
rejected by the members of public in the meeting who said they were very happy with 
house building it is simply that the infrastructure to allow for the increased population 
is necessary and should come first.  
 
Cllr Salisbury talked about neighbourhood plan/district plan process and interaction.   
He promised to take the views away and to ensure that explanations are better to 
help with understanding as to when the District was restrained,  
 

6. Public forum   

A member of the public asked whether the Council would take on the ownership of 
the drinking fountain in the high st, especially as the costs are little yet the Council 
has considered spending a lot of money on purchasing St Barnabas Hall.   
 
Cllr Sweatman replied: As regards the fountain, those matters are still under 
negotiation, The Town Council is not against it, but costs have been asked to be 
established before the Council makes a final decision.   St Barnabas Hall, 
discussions will take place at the next Council meeting whether it can be a 
community centre and is not related.   
 
Cllr Duly, Vice Chair of A&T, addressed the issue of the fountain. He said the 
majority of Councillors were in favour of taking the ownership but we still need to 
establish the ongoing liability before the matter can be decided.  
 

As there were no further questions the Town Mayor thanked all for their attendance, invited 
everyone to stay for coffee and closed the meeting at 7.11pm  
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